
 Djibouti 

Capital: Djibouti 

Land: 22,980 sq km 

Currency (code): Djiboutian franc (DJF) 

Exchange rates: Djiboutian francs per US dollar - 177.71 (2007), 

174.75 (2006), 177.72 (2005), 177.72 (2004), 177.72 

(2003) 

Population: 506,221 (July 2008 est.) 

Age structure:  0-14 years: 43.3% (male 

110,089/female 109,331) 

 15-64 years: 53.1% (male 

139,164/female 129,614) 

 65 years and over: 3.6% (male 

9,068/female 8,955) (2008 est.) 

Population growth rate: 1.945% (2008 est.) 

Religions: Muslim 94%, Christian 6% 

Climate: The climate is extremely hot and dry. May to 

September is the hot season, when humidity is high and 

daytime temperatures regularly reach 120°F (49°C). The 

climate is more temperate at higher elevations. Warm, 

dust-laden winds known askhamsin are typical during 

this time of year. The cool season, from October to April, 
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offers lower humidity and more comfortable daytime 

temperatures between 80 and 89°F (27–32°C). The 

average annual rainfall is a meager 5 to 10 inches (127–

254 millimeters), and in Djibouti City, the capital, some 

years are almost without precipitation. 

Language: Djibouti’s official languages are French and 

Arabic, but the most commonly spoken languages are 

Somali (in the Issa-dominated south) and Afar (in the 

Afar-dominated north and east). 

General Attitudes: Djiboutians are generally kind, fun-loving, and 

hospitable. Guests are received warmly, served first, 

and given special treatment. Life can be difficult in 

Djibouti’s hot and often inhospitable environment, so 

people tend to take care of one another. Street children 

find food at restaurants or homes and rarely go hungry 

overnight. People in the same clan or subclan are 

especially quick to help each other, whether they know 

each other or not. By the same token, people outside 

the clan may be viewed with suspicion. Family ties are 

strong. Living together in extended families is a form of 

support and survival. Due to an extremely high rate of 

unemployment, an extended family of 20 to 30 people 

may be supported entirely by just one or two family 

members who have jobs.  

A paradox to the warm, family-centered side of 

Djibouti is the nationwide dependence on khat, a leafy 

plant that produces a mildly stimulating effect when 

chewed. Khat, while not an illegal substance, is a great 

burden upon Djiboutian society and the economy. 

Imported from Ethiopia and chewed almost exclusively 

by men, it drains much-needed funds from the country 

and provides little in return, save a moment’s relief from 

the difficulties of everyday life. A family can be greatly 
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disrupted by the absence of their father to daily chewing 

sessions. The effects of khat, combined with Djibouti’s 

intense heat, also result in low-level street violence. 

Though few injuries result, verbal disputes become 

physical, and rocks andpunches may be thrown. 

Greetings: Greetings are an essential beginning to any 

conversation. Because Djibouti is an Islamic society, it is 

common to greet someone with the Arabic phrase 

Asalam Allekhum (Peace be with you), to which the 

reply is Wa Allekhum salam (May peace also be with 

you). This exchange is usually followed by Somali 

greetings, such as Iska waran? (How are you?) or Ma 

fi’an tahay? (Is everything okay?). One may also say 

simply Nabad (Peace), to which the response is Haah, 

waanabad (Yes, there is peace). The people then 

inquire about the health of each other’s family members. 

Normally, men do not shake hands with women. 

Men use two hands to clasp the hands of other men. As 

a sign of respect, men may touch their hearts after 

shaking hands. They may occasionally embrace good 

friends, and some women use the French greeting of a 

kiss on both cheeks. Except the small number of 

Djiboutians educated overseas, people of the opposite 

sex do not exchange the two-cheek kiss. 

Labor force: 282,000 (2000) 

Labor force - by 
occupation: 

 Not Available 

Unemployment rate: 59% in urban areas, 83% in rural areas (2007 

est.) 
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Inflation rate (consumer 
prices): 

5% (2007 est.) 

Natural resources: geothermal areas, gold, clay, granite, limestone, 

marble, salt, diatomite, gypsum, pumice, petroleum 

Exports: $340 million f.o.b. (2006) 

Exports – commodities: reexports, hides and skins, coffee (in transit) 

Exports - partners: Somalia 65.4%, Ethiopia 21.2%, Yemen 3.3% 

(2006) 

Imports: $1.555 billion f.o.b. (2006) 

Imports – commodities: foods, beverages, transport equipment, 

chemicals, petroleum products 

Imports - partners: Saudi Arabia 20.5%, India 17.6%, China 9.6%, 

Ethiopia 4.6%, Malaysia 4.4%, Japan 4.1% (2006) 
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