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Rama Meets Guha, King of the Nishadas 

Summary 

Rama bids farewell to his birth-place Ayodhya and reaches the bank of the holy Ganga. 

There, Nishadas offers welcome reception to Rama and others. 

Chapter [Sarga] 50 in Detail 

vishaalaan kosalaan ramyaan yaatvaa laksmana puurvajah | 

ayodhyaabhimukho dhiimaan praajnjnlirvaakvamabraviit || 2-50-1 

Having traveled the extensive and beautiful Kosala territory and standing with his face 

turned towards Ayodhya, the wise Rama with joined palms spoke the following words: 

aaprichchhe tvaam puriishreshhthe kaakutsthaparipaalite | 

daivataani cha yaani tvaam paalayantyaavasanti cha || 2-50-2 

 “I bid farewell to you, Oh best of the cities, carefully protected by Dasaratha born in 

Kakutstha dynasty, as well as of the deities who protect you and dwell in you.” 

nivrittavanavaasastvaamanrino jagatiipateh | 

punardhrakshyaami maatraa cha pitraa cha saha samgatah || 2-50-3 

 “After getting relieved from exile in the forest and thus freed from the debt to the 

emperor, I shall see you again, duly getting united with my mother and father.” 

tato rudhirataamraaksho bhujamudyamya dakshinam | 

ashrupuurnamukho diino.abraviijjaanapadam janam || 2-50-4 

Lifting his right arm and wearing a woeful look, his face covered with tears, Rama 

possessing lovely reddish eyes, spoke them to the people hailing from the countryside.(as 

follows) : 
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anukrosho dayaa chaiva yathaarham mayi vah kritah | 

chiram duhkhasya paapiiyo gamyataamarthasiddhaye || 2-50-5 

 “Mercy and compassion according to my worth (in your view) have been shown to me by 

you. Keeping agony for a long time is undesirable. Let each return to accomplish your desired 

object (attending to your house-hold work)!” 

te.abhivaadya mahaatmaanam kritvaa chaapi pradakshinam | 

vilapanto naraa ghoram vyatishhthanta kvachit kvachit || 2-50-6 

Respectfully saluting the high soled prince and going round him clockwise (as a mark of 

reverence), those men stood rooted here and there, wailing frightfully. 

tathaa vilapataam teshhaamatriptaanaam cha raaghavah | 

achakshurishhayam praayaadyathaarkah kshanadaamukhe || 2-50-7 

While they were lamenting thus unceasingly, Rama passed beyond their sight, as the sun 

sinks out of view at nightfall. 

tato dhaanyadhanopetaan daanashiilajanaan shivaan | 

akutashchidbhayaan ramyaam shchaityayuupasamaavritaan || 2-50-8 

udyaanaamravanopetaan sampannasalilaashayaan | 

tushhtapushhtajanaakiirnaan gokulaakulasevitaan || 2-50-9 

lakshaniiyaanna remdraanaam brahmaghoshhaabhinaaditaan | 

rathena purushhavyaaghrah kosalaanatyavartata || 2-50-10 

Then Rama, a tiger among men, in his chariot, crossed Kosala territory, which was rich in 

grain and treasure, inhabited by men given to charity, benevolent and free from every danger, 

pleasing, full of temples and sacrificial stakes, adorned with gardens and mango-orchards, 

intersected by ponds full of water, populated by contented and well nourished people, abounded 

in herds of cows which deserved to be seen by all kings and which re-echoed to the chanting of 

religious texts. 
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madhyena muditam sphiitam ramyodyaanasamaakulam | 

raajyam bhogyam narendraanaam yayau dhritimataam varah || 2-50-11 

Rama, the best among the resolute, moved into the middle of a happy and prosperous 

kingdom, abounding in lovely gardens and fit to be enjoyed by kings. 

tatra tripathagaam divyaam shiva toyaam ashaivalaam | 

dadarsha raaghavo gangaam punyaam risi nisevitaam || 2-50-12 

There, Rama beheld the celestial and lovely river of Ganga with its tree tributaries, 

carrying clear waters without green moss and frequented by sages. 

aashramairaviduursthaih shriimadbhih samalam kritaam | 

kaale.apsarobhirhrishhtaabhih sevitaambhohradaam shivaam || 2-50-13 

The River Ganga was adorned with splendid hermitages within easy distance from one 

another, with pools overflowing with water, visited at suitable hours by celestial nymphs thrilling 

with rapture. 

devadaanavagandharvaih kinnarairupashobhitaam | 

naagagandharvapatniibhih sevitaam satatam shivaam || 2-50-14 

The blessed river was graced by gods and demons, Gandharvas(celestial musicians) and 

Kinnaras and was constantly visited by consorts of Nagas and Gandharvas. 

devaakriidashataakiirnaam devodyaanashataayutaam | 

devaarthamaakaashagamaam vikhyaataam devapadminiim || 2-50-15 

The well known river was hemmed in by hills serving as the play- ground of hundreds of 

celestials and embellished with hundreds of celestial gardens; it coursed through the heavens for 

the benefit of gods and which in heaven was named “The stream of Golden Lotuses”. 
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jalaghaataattahaasograam phenanirmalahaasiniim | 

kvachidveniikritajalaam kvachidaavartashobhitaam || 2-50-16 

The holy river, the sound of whose clashing waves and its striking with rocks resembled a 

deep laughter, having a bright smile as white as a foam, its waters reduced at some places to the 

shape of a maiden’s plaited locks, was rendered beautiful at some places by whirl pools. 

kvachitstimitagambhiiraam kvachidvegajalaakulaam | 

kvachidgambhiiranirghoshhaam kvachidbhairavanisvanaam || 2-50-17 

At some places, its waters were still and deep. At some places, they were disturbed with 

violent agitation. At some places, they made a deep roaring sound. At some places, they were 

having a terrific noise 

devasamghaaplutajalaam nirmalotpalashobhitaam | 

kvachidaabhogapulinaam kvachinnarmalavaalukaam || 2-50-18 

Hosts of gods took a dip into its water .It was adorned by white lotuses. It was hemmed 

in, with expanse of small islands and at some places, lined with white sands. 

hamsa sarasa samghustaam cakra vaaka upakuujitaam | 

sadaamadaishcha vihagairabhisamnaaditaam taraam || 2-50-19 

The river was rendered resonant by swans and cranes, was graced with cackling of 

Chakrawaka birds and other birds which are in rut all through the year kept hovering on its water. 

kvachittiiraruhairvrikshairmaalaabhiriva shobhitaam | 

kvachitphullotpalachchhannaam kvachitpadmavanaakulaam || 2-50-20 

At some places the river was adorned with trees growing on its banks encircling like 

garlands, at some places crowded with thick cluster of lotuses. 
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kvachitkumudashhndaishcha kudmalairupashobhitaam | 

naanaapushhparajodhvastaam samadaamiva cha kvachit || 2-50-21 

At some places, it was graced with beds of water lilies in the form of buds and at some 

places, it was reddened with the pollen of numerous flowers, as though excited with passion. 

vyapetamalasamghaataam maninirmaladarshanaam | 

dishaagajairvanagajairmattaishcha varavaaranaih || 2-50-22 

devopavaahyashcha muhuh samnaaditavanaantaraam | 

Having every aggregation of dirt removed, the river presented a spotlessly clear 

appearance like a crystal. The interior of the forest was reddened noisy again and again by the 

elephants guarding the quarters, by the ruttiest wild elephants and the elephants of excellent 

breed used for riding by gods. 

pramadaamiva yatne na bhuushhitaam bhuushhanottamaih || 2-50-23 

phalaih pushhpaih kisalayairvaritaam gulmaiddvijaistathaa | 

shimshumaraih ca nakraih ca bhujamgaih ca nisevitaam || 2-50-24 

Surrounded by fruits and flowers and tender leaves, shrubs and birds, it looked like a 

young woman artistically decked with the best of jewels. The river was infested with dolphins, 

crocodiles and snakes. 

vishhnupaadachyutaam divyaamapaapaam paapanaashiniim | 

taam shakarajataajuutaadbhrashhtaam saagaratejasaa || 2-50-25 

samudramahiishhiim gagaam saarasakraujnchanaaditaam | 

aasasaada mahaabaahuh shrigiberapuram prati || 2-50-26 

Rama, the mighty armed, reached the river Ganga, which is devoid of sins and which 

dispels all sins, which had fallen from the mass of matted hair of Lord Shankara through the 

spiritual power of Emperor Bhageeratha, which is rendered noisy by cranes and herons, which is 

a consort of the ocean and which is in the vicinity of Sringaverapura (the modern Singraur). 
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taam uurmi kalila aavartaam anvaveksya mahaa rathah | 

sumantram abraviit suutam iha eva adya vasaamahe || 2-50-27 

Beholding the river Ganga with its waves covering whirlpools, Rama the great warrior 

said to Sumantra the charioteer as follows: “We shall halt here itself today.” 

aviduuraat ayam nadyaa bahu puspa pravaalavaan | 

sumahaan ingudii vrikso vasaamah atra eva saarathe || 2-50-28 

 “Oh, charioteer! Not far from the river stands this very large sacred fig tree with its many 

flowers and shoots. We shall stay here itself.” 

drakshyaamah saritaam shreshhthaam sammaanyasalilaam shivaam | 

devadaanavagandharvamrigamaanushhapakshinaam || 2-50-29 

 “I shall see (from here) the excellent river Ganga, which is auspicious and whose waters 

deserve to be respected by gods, men, Gandharvas, beasts, reptiles and birds.” 

laksanah ca sumantrah ca baadham iti eva raaghavam | 

uktvaa tam ingudii vriksam tadaa upayayatur hayaih || 2-50-30 

Saying ‘so be it’ and nothing more to Rama, Lakshmana and Sumantra too then directed 

the horses to that sacred fig tree. 

raamah abhiyaaya tam ramyam vriksam iksvaaku nandanah | 

rathaat avaatarat tasmaat sabhaaryah saha laksmanah || 2-50-31 

Rama, the delight of Ikshvaku dynasty, reached that beautiful tree and got down from the 

chariot along with Sita and Lakshmana. 
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sumantrah api avatiirya eva mocayitvaa haya uttamaan | 

vriksa muula gatam raamam upatasthe krita anjalih || 2-50-32 

Sumantra too dismounted from the chariot, unyoked the superb horses after which with 

joined palms, he seated himself near Rama at the foot of the tree. 

tatra raajaa guho naama raamasya aatma samah sakhaa | 

nisaada jaatyo balavaan sthapatih ca iti vishrutah || 2-50-33 

There, a king named Guha was Rama’s friend dear to him as his own life. He was 

Nishada by birth, a strong man and well known as a ruler of Nishadas. 

sa shrutvaa purusa vyaaghram raamam visayam aagatam | 

vriddhaih parivritah amaatyaih jnaatibhih ca api upaagatah || 2-50-34 

Hearing of Rama the tiger among men having come to his territory, he approached the 

prince, escorted by elderly ministers and relatives. 

tatah nisaada adhipatim dristvaa duuraat avasthitam | 

saha saumitrinaa raamah samaagacchad guhena sah || 2-50-35 

Seeing from a distance the king of Nishada coming, Rama along with Lakshmana 

thereupon went forth to meet Guha. 

tam aartah samparisvajya guho raaghavam abraviit | 

yathaa ayodhyaa tathaa idam te raama kim karavaani te || 2-50-36 

iidrisham hi mahaabaaho kah prapsyatyatithim priyam | 

Closely embracing Rama, Guha who felt disturbed, spoke to him, “This city too is as 

much as Ayodhya to you. What can I do for you? Oh mighty armed! Who indeed will get such a 

lovely guest?” 
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tatah gunavad anna adyam upaadaaya prithag vidham | 

arghyam ca upaanayat ksipram vaakyam ca idam uvaaca ha || 2-50-37 

Having brought pristine cooked rice of excellent quality and other dishes of various kinds, 

he then quickly offered him water to wash his hands and spoke as follows: 

svaagatam te mahaa baaho tava iyam akhilaa mahii | 

vayam presyaa bhavaan bhartaa saadhu raajyam prashaadhi nah || 2-50-38 

 “Welcome to you, Oh, mighty armed! All this land is yours. We are your servants. You 

are the Lord. Rule over our kingdom in an efficient way.” 

bhaksyam bhojyam ca peyam ca lehyam ca idam upasthitam | 

shayanaani ca mukhyaani vaajinaam khaadanam ca te || 2-50-39 

 “Here have arrived various kinds of dishes, drinks and syrups as also excellent beds (for 

you to sleep on) and food for your horses” 

guham eva bruvaanam tam raaghavah pratyuvaaca ha || 2-50-40 

arcitaah caiva hristaah ca bhavataa sarvathaa vayam | 

padbhyaam abhigamaac caiva sneha samdarshanena ca || 2-50-41 

To Guha who was speaking as aforesaid, Rama replied thus: “We stand honored by you, 

by your very visit to us on foot, as well as your show of affection and are pleased with you” 

bhujaabhyaam saadhu vrittaabhyaam piidayan vaakyam abraviit | 

distyaa tvaam guha pashyaamiarogam saha baandhavaih || 2-50-42 

api te kuushalam raastre mitresu ca dhanesu ca | 

Pressing gently with his muscular arms, Rama spoke these words: “ Oh, Guha! Thank 

heaven that I am seeing you in good health with your relatives. Is all well with the kingdom, the 

allies and the treasure?” 
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yat tu idam bhavataa kimcit priityaa samupakalpitam | 

sarvam tat anujaanaami na hi varte pratigrahe || 2-50-43 

 “I know your affection by which all this is extensively well arranged by you. But I am not 

in a position indeed to accept it.” 

kusha ciira ajina dharam phala muula ashanam ca maam | 

viddhi pranihitam dharme taapasam vana gocaram || 2-50-44 

 “Know me as under a vow to be an ascetic, wearing the robes of bark and deerskin and 

by piety, I am determined to live in the forest by eating roots and fruits only.” 

ashvaanaam khaadanena aham arthii na anyena kenacit | 

etaavataa atra bhavataa bhavisyaami supuujitah || 2-50-45 

 “I desire nothing but a little forage for the horses. By being provided with this much at the 

present moment, I shall be duly satisfied by you.” 

ete hi dayitaa raajnah pitur dasharathasya me | 

etaih suvihitaih ashvaih bhavisyaamy aham arcitah || 2-50-46 

 “These horses were cherished by the king Dasaratha, my father. I shall feel honored by 

these horses being duly fed.” 

ashvaanaam pratipaanam ca khaadanam caiva so anvashaat | 

guhah tatra eva purusaams tvaritam diiyataam iti || 2-50-47 

Then Guha on that spot commanded his men as follows: “Let water for drinking and 

forage be supplied promptly to horses” 
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tatah ciira uttara aasangah samdhyaam anvaasya pashcimaam | 

jalam eva aadade bhojyam laksmanena aahritam svayam || 2-50-48 

Having worshipped the evening twilight appearing in the west, with an upper garment 

made of bark(on his person); Rama then took for food only water brought by Lakshmana himself. 

tasya bhuumau shayaanasya paadau praksaalya laksmanah | 

sabhaaryasya tatah abhyetya tasthau vriskam upaashritah || 2-50-49 

Having washed the feet of Rama who was lying on the ground along with his consort, 

Lakshmana then came and stood near a tree. 

guho api saha suutena saumitrim anubhaasayan | 

anvajaagrat tatah raamam apramattah dhanur dharah || 2-50-50 

Guha too along with the charioteer conversed with Lakshmana and thereafter wielding a 

bow; alertly kept a vigil over Rama. 

tathaa shayaanasya tatah asya dhiimatah | 

yashasvino daasharather mahaatmanah | 

adrista duhkhasya sukha ucitasya saa | 

tadaa vyatiiyaaya cirena sharvarii || 2-50-51 

The illustrious, lofty minded and the high-soled son of Dasaratha, who had never seen 

suffering and who deserved all comforts, remained lying on the ground thereafter, while that long 

night passed away. 
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iti vaalmiiki raamaayane aadi kaavye ayodhya kaande pajnchaashah sargah 

Thus completes 50th chapter in the Ayodhya Kanda of the glorious Ramayana of 
Valmiki, the work of a sage and the oldest epic. 

Sriman Moola Rama Vijayate 
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